
!
!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!

!
!
!

!
!

!!
!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!

!
!!

!
!
!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!

!

!

! ! ! !

!

!

Fresh Pond

Cha
rle

s R
ive

r

Cambridgepark Dr

IA-1
PUD-4B

IA-1
PUD-4B

IB-2
AOD-1

IB-2
AOD-2

NP
PUD-6

OS
PUD-4

OS
PUD-2

Alew
ife Brook Pky

M
em

orial Dr

Main St

Brattle St

Fresh P
ond P

ky

Concord Ave

Mount Auburn St

Broadway

Brat
tle

 S
t

Memorial Dr

M
em

or
ial

 D
r

Main St

Concord Ave

A-1

A-2

A-2
A-2

A-2

A-2

A-2

A-2 A-1

A-2

A-1

A-2

C-1

B

B

CB

B

C-1

B

B

BC-1

B

C-1

B

B

C-1

B

B

B

C-1

B

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

B

C-1

C-1

B

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

B

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-1

C-3B

C-2A

C-2B

C-2B

C-2B

C-3

C-3

C-3

C-2

C-2
C-2

C-2

C-2

C-2

C-1A

C-3

C-2

C-2

C-2

C-3

C-3

C-1A

C-2B

C-1A

C-2

C-2A

C-1A

C-2B

C-3

C-2C-2

C-3

C-2

C-3
C-2

C-2B

C-2

C-2

C-2B
C-2

C-2B

C-2A

C-2B

C-3

C-2

C-2

C-2B

C-2AC-2A
C-3

O-1

O-1

O-1

O-1

O-1

O-1

O-2

O-3 O-3

O-3

O-3

O-2

O-2

BA-2

BA-1

BA-1

BA

BA

BA-3

BA-2

BA
BA

BA

BA

BA-2

BA

BA

BA

BA-1

BA

BA

BA

BA-1

BA-1

BA

BA-3

BA-1

BA-1

BA-2

BA-1

BA-1

BA

BB-1
BB

BB

BC

BB

BB

BB

BB-2

BC-1

IA-1

IA-1

IA-1

IA-1

IB

IA

IA

IB-1

IA-2 MXD

SD-8

SD-3

SD-4

CRDD

SD-6

SD-5

SD-7

SD-8A

SD-9

SD-1

SD-4A

SD-2

SD-10(H)

SD-11

SD-2

SD-13

SD-4A

SD-14

SD-12

SD-10(F)
SD-11

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OSOS

OS

OS

OS OS

OS
OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OSOS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

OS

C-1
MXR

C-2B
PUD-KS

C-3A
PUD-2

C-3B
MXR

C-3A
PUD-2

C-3
PUD-1

C-2B
PUD-4A

C-1A
MXR

C-2A
PUD-4A

O-1
AOD-4

O-1
AOD-3

BA
PUD-4

BA
AOD-5

BA
AOD-5

BA
PUD-4B

BA
PUD-KS

BB
PUD-1

Huro
n A

ve

Harvard St

3rd S
t

Garden St

Va
ss

ar
 S

t

Green St

Pe
ar

l S
t

1st St

Putnam
 Ave

W
indsor St

W
ald

en
 S

t
Franklin St

Ri
ve

r S
t

2nd St

Elm
 S

t

Si
dn

ey
 S

t

Al
ba

ny
 S

t

6th St

O
xford St

C
olum

bia S
t

Rindge Ave

Br
oo

kl
in

e 
S

t

M
ag

az
in

e 
S

t

Hampshire St

Inm
an S

t

P
rospect S

t

Rogers St

N
orfolk S

t

Sherm
an St

Gore St

Spring St

Allston St

Erie St

D
ana S

t

Orchard St

Line St

La
nd

 B
lv

d

Charles St

C
oolidge A

ve

Sparks St

E
llery S

t

Upla
nd

 R
d

Hurley St

Blanchard Rd

Kirk
lan

d S
t

JF
K

 S
t

Bent St

Thorndike St

Trem
ont S

t

Lakeview Ave

Grove St

Concord Tpke

Chestnut St

Raymond St

Le
e 

S
t

Ames St

N
ew

 S
t

Fayerw
eather St

Dudley St

Clay St

Lexington Ave

Harvey St

W
illow

 S
t

Cedar St

Kinnaird St

Appleton St

Fawcett St

Jay St

7th St

Sm
ith Pl

H
an

co
ck

 S
t

Larch Rd

Ash St

Cushing St

Irving St

Reed St

Wendell St

Q
uincy St

Am
he

rs
t A

lle
y

Fulkerson St

Portland S
t

Market St

Acorn Park

Foster St

Clifton St

Field St

A
nt

rim
 S

t

Pemberton St

Holworthy St

Elm St North

Pine St

Auburn St

Bishop Allen Dr

Pacific St

Belmont St

A
m

ory S
t

Sh
ep

ar
d 

St

E
ss

e x
 S

t

R
ic

e 
St

Harvard Bridge

Francis Ave

C
am

br
id

ge
 P

ky

Banks St

Berkshire S
t

Cr
aig

ie 
St

Grozier Rd

Fa
ye

tte
 S

t

8th St

U
nion S

t

Jackson St

C
herry St

Hamilton St

Walker St

State St

Frost St

Forest St

A
lp

in
e 

S
t

S
co

tt 
S

t

R
eservoir St

Highland St

Mill St

R
us

se
ll 

St

Avon St

Avon Hill St

Bristol St
Mooney St

G
ilm

or
e 

B
rid

ge

Granite St

Lowell St

R
oberts R

d

C
ardinal M

edeiros A
ve

Arlin
gto

n St

Kelly Rd

Cottage St

Whittemore Ave

Berkeley St

Lincoln St

Saville St

H
ol

lis
 S

t

W
are S

t

Everett S
t

C
lin

to
n 

S
t

Aberdeen Ave

William St

Fairmont St

Yerxa Rd

D
ew

olf S
t

M
us

eu
m

 S
t

Eustis St

Flagg St

G
risw

old S
t

Pilgrim St

W
av

er
ly

 S
t

Binney St

Winter St

Athenaeum St

W
illard S

t

Standish St

Am
he

rs
t S

t

C
hilton St

H
ig

h l
an

d 
A

ve Longfellow Bridge

Sargent St

Locke St

D
ay

 S
t

H
aw

thorne St

York St

Bowdoin St

Prescott St

O
ak St

St
ea

rn
s 

St

Richdale Ave

Be
ec

h 
St

W
in

sl
ow

 S
t

O
sborn St

Farr
ar 

St

E
as

t S
t

Porter St

Spinelli Pl

High St

Wilson Rd

Middlesex St

Holden St

Centre St

E
lls

w
or

th
 A

ve

Kelley St

Trow
bridge St

Fe
nn

o 
St

Matignon Rd

M
ay St

D
on

ne
l l 

S
t

Mellen St

Pu
rri

ng
to

n 
St

Mas
on

 S
t

H
unting St

Otis St

Divinity Ave

M
agoun St

Brew
ste

r S
t

Tufts St

W
as

hb
ur

n 
A

ve

M
ilt

on
 S

t

Chatham St

Audrey St

Chalk St
Bo

nd
 S

t

H
illi

ar
d 

St

Roseland St

Traill St

Channing St

BU
 Bridge

Upton St

Fairfield St

Callender St

South St

Hubbard Ave

R
eg

en
t S

t

Copley St

Emily St

W
heeler St

W
adsworth St

Sm
art StSoden St

Carver St
Co

lu
m

bu
s 

Av
e

5th St

Houghton St

W
ebster Ave

C
re

ig
ht

on
 S

t

D
av

en
po

rt 
St

C
he

st
er

 S
t

Florence St

Felton S
t

I v
y 

S
t

Sea
gr

av
e R

d

M
adison Ave

In
du

st
ria

l W
ay

Kirkland Pl

Loomis St

C
hu

rc
hi

ll 
Av

e

Al
le

n 
St

Linden St

Healey St

Elm
er St

Mead St

C
am

p 
S

t

Peabody St

M
ur dock S

t

Te
nn

ey
 S

t

Fa
rw

el
l P

l

Shaler Ln

M
ille

r A
ve

H
ad

le
y 

S
t

El
io

t C
ir

Locu
st 

St

Front St

Flanders Rd

V
ai

l C
t

Glenwood Ave

Ke
nw

oo
d 

S
t

A
n d

e r
s o

n 
B

rid
ge

Akron St

Con
co

rd
 L

n

Hutchinson St

Ericsson St

Humboldt St

Sha
dy

 H
ill 

Rd

M
em

orial W
ay

M
arion St

Marcella St

Carlisle St

Rutland St

M
ax Ave

G
ra

y 
G

ar
de

ns
 E

as
t

Se
lle

rs
 S

t

George St

M
aynard Pl

Danforth St

Blair Pl

Anglim
 St

Kennedy Rd

B
oardm

an S
t

H
em

lo
ck

 R
d

E
llery S

q

Exeter Park

Rive
r S

tre
et

 B
rid

ge

In
du

st
ria

l P
ar

k 
Rd

Harwell Dr

Fairview Ave

Av
on

 P
l

White Street Pl

Endicott St

Ne
we

ll T
er

C
hi

lt o
n 

S
t

N
orfolk S

t

Binney St

Larch Rd

O-2A
AOD-6

O-3A
PUD-3

O-2
PUD-KS

BA
PUD-4A

Map prepared by Brendan Monroe on August 21, 2006.  CDD GIS  d:\Projects\Zoning\Zoning11x17.mxd

As adopted February 13, 1961 and modified by subsequent amendments up to and including
Ordinance #1299 of August 7, 2006.  Overlay Districts do not appear on this map.

The zoning lines are approximate.  Please refer to the documents on file in the
City Clerk's Office for the exact location of boundaries.
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Zoning Districts
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Industry B-1IB-1 CRDD Cambridgeport Revitalization
     Development District

Mixed Use DevelopmentMXD

Planned Unit Development OverlayPUD

Mixed Use Residential OverlayMXR

North Point DistrictNP

Industry BIB

Industry CIC

AOD Alewife Overlay District

Special District-8ASD-8A

Special District-9SD-9

Special District-10(F)SD-10(F)

Special District-10(H)SD-10(H)

Open SpaceOS
Special District-14SD-14

Special District-13SD-13

Special District-12SD-12

Special District-11SD-11 0.25 0.250

Miles



District Max. FAR Min. Lot 
Area/DU 

Min. Setback 
Front Yard 

Min. Setback 
Side Yard 

Min. Setback 
Rear Yard 

Max. 
Height 

Min. OS 
Ratio General range of allowed uses 

A-1 0.50 6,000 25 15 
sum to 35 25 35 50% 

A-2 0.50 4,500 20 10 
sum to 25 25 35 50% 

single-family detached dwellings 

B 0.50 2,500 15 7.5 
sum to 20 25 35 40% single- and two-family detached dwellings 

townhouse dwellings (by special permit) 

C 0.60 1,800 (H+L) ÷ 4 
at least 10  (H+L)/5 (H+L) ÷ 4 

at least 20 35 36% 

C-1 0.75 1,500 (H+L) ÷ 4 
at least 10  (H+L)/5 (H+L) ÷ 4 

at least 20 35 30% 

single- and two-family detached dwellings 
townhouse dwellings 
multifamily dwellings (apartments, condos) 
limited institutional uses 

C-1A 1.25 1,000 10 (H+L) ÷ 7 (H+L) ÷ 5 45 15% 

C-2 1.75 600 (H+L) ÷ 4 
at least 10  (H+L) ÷ 5 (H+L) ÷ 4 

at least 20 85 15% 

C-2A 2.50 300 (H+L) ÷ 5 
at least 5 (H+L) ÷ 6 (H+L) ÷ 5 

at least 20 60 10% 

C-2B 1.75 600 (H+L) ÷ 4 
at least 10  (H+L) ÷ 5 (H+L) ÷ 4 

at least 20 45 15% 

C-3 3.00 300 (H+L) ÷ 5 
at least 5 (H+L) ÷ 6 (H+L) ÷ 5 

at least 20 120 10% 

C-3A 3.00 300 (H+L) ÷ 5 
at least 5 (H+L) ÷ 6 (H+L) ÷ 5 

at least 20 120 10% 

C-3B 3.00/4.00 300 10 no min no min 120 10% 

single- and two-family detached dwellings 
townhouse dwellings 
multifamily dwellings (apartments, condos) 
some institutional uses 

O-1 0.75 1,200 (H+L) ÷ 4 
at least 10 (H+L) ÷ 5 (H+L) ÷ 4 

at least 20 35 15% 

O-2 1.50/2.00 600 (H+L) ÷ 4 
at least 10 (H+L) ÷ 5 (H+L) ÷ 4 

at least 20 70/85 15% 

O-2A 1.25/1.50 600 (H+L) ÷ 4 
at least 10 (H+L) ÷ 5 (H+L) ÷ 4 

at least 20 60/70 15% 

O-3 2.00/3.00 300 (H+L) ÷ 5 
at least 5 (H+L) ÷ 6 (H+L) ÷ 5 

at least 20 90/120 10% 

O-3A 2.00/3.00 300 (H+L) ÷ 5 
at least 5 (H+L) ÷ 6 (H+L) ÷ 5 

at least 20 90/120 10% 

most types of residential dwellings 
most institutional uses 
offices and laboratories 

BA 1.00/1.75 600 no min no min (H+L) ÷ 5 
at least 20 35/45 no min 

BA-1 1.00/0.75 1,200 no min no min (H+L) ÷ 5 
at least 20 35 no min 

BA-2 1.00/1.75 600 5 10 20 45 no min 

BA-3 0.75 1,500 (H+L) ÷ 4 
at least 10 (H+L) ÷ 5 (H+L) ÷ 4 

at least 20 35 30% 

BB 2.75/3.00 300 no min no min no min 80 no min 

BB-1 1.50/3.25 300 no min no min no min 55/90 15% 

BB-2 1.50/3.00 300 no min no min no min 45 15% 

BC 1.25/2.00 500 no min no min 20 55 no min 

BC-1 2.75/3.00 450 no min no min 20 50 no min 

most types of residential dwellings 
most institutional uses 
offices and laboratories 
most retail uses 

IA-1 1.25/1.50 700 no min no min no min 45 no min 

IA-2 2.75/4.00 no min no min no min no min 70 no min 

IA 1.25/1.50 no min no min no min no min 45 no min 

IB-1 1.50/3.00 no min no min no min no min 60/70 no min 

IB-2 0.75 1,200 15 no min no min 35 15% 

IB 2.75/4.00 no min no min no min no min 120 no min 

IC 1.00 no min no min no min no min 45 no min 

most types of residential dwellings 
most institutional uses 
offices and laboratories 
some retail uses 
most light industrial uses 
some heavy industrial uses 

OS 0.25 N/A 25 15 25 35 60% open space, religious, or civic uses 

City of Cambridge • Community Development Department • August, 2006 

City of Cambridge Zoning Reference Sheet 
 
CAUTIONARY NOTE.  This sheet is intended to serve as a quick reference 
to dimensional standards and use regulations defined in the Cambridge 
Zoning Ordinance.  This sheet does not serve as a substitute for the 
Cambridge Zoning Ordinance, and the City of Cambridge does not 
guarantee that this sheet is fully consistent with the Zoning Ordinance. The 
print version of the Zoning Ordinance, together with any amendments 
adopted by the City Council subsequent to the most recent update to the 
print version, remains the official version of the Ordinance.  If any 
discrepancies exist between the print version of the Zoning Ordinance and 
this sheet, then the print version of the Ordinance, together with any City 
Council amendments, shall be considered correct. 
 

An online version of the Ordinance is available at
www.cambridgema.gov/CDD/cp/zng/zord

 

 
 

Notes on Zoning Regulations Table 
Max. FAR = maximum allowed ratio of gross floor area on a parcel divided by the total 
land area of the parcel (“floor area ratio”).  Where a slash (/) separates two figures, the 
first applies to non-residential and the second to residential & dormitory uses. 
Min. Lot Area/DU = minimum allowed ratio of a parcel’s lot area, expressed in feet, 
divided by the number of dwelling units on that parcel. 
Min. Setback = minimum required distance between a parcel’s lot line (front, side, or 
rear) and the wall of a building, in feet.  The symbol (H+L) in a formula represents the 
height of the building plus the length of the building parallel to that lot line. 
Max. Height = maximum allowed building height on a parcel, in feet.  A slash (/) has 
the same meaning as under Max. FAR (see above). 
Min. OS Ratio = minimum required ratio of usable open space on a parcel (not 
including parking) to total land area, expressed as a percentage. 
General range of allowed uses gives an overview of the types of uses permitted by 
zoning in that district, but does not refer to specific allowed uses.  Refer to Article 4 of 
the Cambridge Zoning Ordinance for a detailed Table of Use Regulations. 

Special 
District Brief Description and Overview of District Regulations 

MXD 

Mixed Use Development District: Cambridge Center.  Allows a mix of light industry, office, 
biotechnology manufacturing, retail, residential, hotel, entertainment, and institutional uses.  
Aggregate gross floor area of the entire district limited to 2,773,000 square feet plus 200,000 
square feet for residential uses.  At least 100,000 square feet reserved for open space.  See 
Article 14 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

CRDD 

Cambridgeport Revitalization Development District.  Allows a mix of light industry, office, 
retail, residential, hotel, and entertainment uses.  Aggregate gross floor area of the entire 
district limited to 1,900,000 square feet of non-residential and 400,000 square feet (or 400 
units) of residential.  Limits on FAR and building heights vary.  At least 100,000 square feet 
reserved for open space.  See Article 15 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

NP 

North Point Residence, Office and Business District.  Allows certain residential, office, 
laboratory, retail, and institutional uses.  Maximum FAR is 1.0, maximum building height 40 
feet, minimum open space ratio 20%, minimum dwelling unit density 600 square feet per 
dwelling unit.  See Article 16 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance.  Greater development density 
is possible through the PUD-6 regulations: see Article 13 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-1 Along Monsignor O’Brien Highway in East Cambridge.  Regulations similar to Industry A-1 
with exceptions.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-2 Along Linear Park in North Cambridge.  Regulations similar to Residence B with exceptions.  
Conversion to housing is encouraged.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-3 
Near Alewife Station.  Allows residential, office, institutional, and limited retail uses.  
Aggregate gross floor area of the entire district limited to 782,500 square feet not including 
MBTA facilities or existing residential buildings.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning 
Ordinance. 

Planned Unit Development (PUD) Districts 
 

SD-4 
SD-4A 

Along Acorn Park in North Cambridge.  Regulations similar to Office 2 with exceptions.  
Preservation of open space is encouraged.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-5 Along Memorial Drive in southern Cambridgeport.  Regulations similar to Office 2 with 
exceptions.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-6 Along railroad tracks between Cambridgeport and MIT Campus Area.  Regulations similar to 
Residence C-3 with exceptions.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-7 
Along Massachusetts Avenue in Cambridgeport.  Regulations similar to Business B (as 
modified by Central Square Overlay District) with exceptions.  See Article 17 of Cambridge 
Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-8 Between Albany and Sidney Streets in Cambridgeport.  Regulations similar to Industry A-1 
with exceptions.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-8A 
Around Fort Washington Park in Cambridgeport.  Regulations similar to Residence C-1A with 
exceptions.  Conversion to housing is encouraged.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning 
Ordinance. 

SD-9 
Along Brookline Street in Cambridgeport.  Regulations similar to Residence C with 
exceptions.  Conversion to housing is encouraged.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning 
Ordinance. 

SD-10(F) 
SD-10(H) 

Two locations in southern Cambridgeport – one along Henry Street and one between 
Brookline and Sidney Streets.  Regulations similar to Residence C with exceptions.  
Conversion to housing is encouraged.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-11 
Along railroad tracks and Memorial Drive in southeastern Cambridgeport / MIT Campus Area.  
Regulations similar to Office 2 with exceptions.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning 
Ordinance. 

SD-12 Along Memorial Drive in Riverside.  Regulations similar to Residence C-2B with exceptions.  
Creation of open space is encouraged.  See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-13 Along Memorial Drive in Riverside.  Regulations similar to Residence C-2 with exceptions.  
See Article 17 of Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

SD-14 
Around Grant and Cowperthwaite Streets in Riverside.  Regulations similar to Residence C-1 
with exceptions.  Preservation of neighborhood character is encouraged.  See Article 17 of 
Cambridge Zoning Ordinance. 

These are overlay districts providing flexible 
guidelines to allow for the integration of a variety of 
land uses and densities into one development, 
providing greater opportunity for the construction of 
quality developments on large tracts of land. A 
developer may choose to conform to all the PUD 
controls and processes in lieu of the controls 
governing the base district, but must receive a 
special permit from the Planning Board. For details 
see Articles 12 and 13 of the zoning ordinance. 

PUD-KS 

Kendall Square.  Mixed-use with office 
and retail, residential, and a large 
public open space. Max FAR 3.0 with 
restrictions. Max height 65 feet with 
some areas allowing up to 85, 120, 
180, or 250 feet, and max 45 feet 
adjacent to public open space.  

PUD-1 

Charles Square near Harvard.  Medium 
density mixed use with commercial, 
office, and residential uses. Max FAR 
3.0. Max height 60 feet with conditional 
increases up to 110 feet.  

PUD-2 
East Cambridge Riverfront.  Medium 
density residential, office, and retail. 
Max FAR 3.0, up to 4.0 allowed for 
residential uses. Max height 120 feet. 

PUD-3 

Kendall Square / East Cambridge 
Riverfront. Office with supporting 
commercial activities, links between 
Kendall Square and the East 
Cambridge riverfront. Max FAR 3.0 
residential & dormitory, 2.0 other. Max 
height 230 feet with limitations. 

PUD-4 
PUD-4A 
PUD-4B 

East Cambridge near Lechmere.  
Medium density mix of retail, office and 
residential. Max FAR from 2.0 to 2.5 
with conditions and allowances. Max 
height from 65 to 85 feet with special 
limitations and allowances. 

PUD-6 

North Point.  Residential with retail and 
office uses, community services, and 
public open space. Max FAR 2.4 with 
modifications to encourage housing 
and development near transit. Max 
height 85 feet with areas allowing up to 
120, 220, and 250 feet and areas 
limited to 65 feet. 

 
 

Alewife Overlay Districts (AOD-1,2,3,4,5,6) 
 
These overlays modify the dimensional provisions of 
the base districts, generally allowing greater height 
and FAR by special permit from the Planning Board, 
but also imposing additional requirements for open 
space, permeability, setbacks, etc. For details see 
Section 20.90 of the zoning ordinance. 


